CHAPTER   III
EDUCATION
By LADY SIMON
FOREWORD
IN the following chapter I have tried to give a brief account
of education in Moscow, mainly from the administrative
point of view, and, in order to make it of more interest to
English readers, I have compared it in certain respects with
education in Manchester. I do not mean to suggest that
Manchester is typical of English education, for under our
widely differing conditions it is impossible to say that any
city or any village is "typical95 of the country as a whole*
Neither do I wish to compare the actual achievement of
Moscow, in the brief time that has elapsed since the Revo-
lution, with that of Manchester after a much longer period,
although the disadvantages of such a comparison would not
by any means be all on the side of Moscow. My only claim
to write even an impression of Moscow education is, that
I have studied Manchester education for the last twelve
years.
This sketch is merely an impression, gained after a brief stay
in a foreign country whose language was unknown to me.
Readers with greater knowledge of education in the U.S.S.R.
may, and probably will, find much to criticize. No one can
be more conscious than I of its imperfections. If I had
stayed longer, visited more schools, and talked to more
people, I might have modified many of my statements, or
even discarded some of them altogether. I can only hope
that in spite of its obvious limitations, this brief impression
may be of some interest to those who feel with me, that
education is the most fundamental of all services in a
socialist as in a capitalist community.
I have dealt only with children and young people up to
eighteen years of age, and, with the exception of the training
of secondary school teachers, I have made no reference to
the universities nor to the various institutes of university
standard. Neither have I attempted to give any account
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